A.2.2  Heliospheric Physics
1.  Scope of Program 

This program element supports research aimed at understanding:

· How the Sun accelerates the solar wind and causes temporal and spatial variability in the solar wind;

· The global dynamic character of the heliosphere and the local particles and fields processes from that change with distance and in three dimensions, in response to solar activity and rotation;

· How the Sun interacts with our galaxy, the Milky Way, including the solar modulation of galactic cosmic rays; and 

· Acceleration and interaction of energetic particles in the solar corona and heliosphere.

This program specifically supports research projects involving theory, simulation, and modeling directed towards the objectives of heliospheric science and energetic particles studies.  Proposals focussed on extended analysis of data demonstrably in the public domain from space science missions are also encouraged.  In addition, up to ten percent of the available funding may be used to support preliminary studies of new instrumental techniques for heliospheric sciences, if warranted by proposal merit and relevance to the Sun-Earth Connection strategic goals.  

2.  Programmatic Considerations 

For the present transition year, $1.2M in FY 2001 funds will be available in approximately equal amounts for proposals submitted for 1-, 2-, and 3-year investigations.  Hence, such proposals are solicited with focused objectives in the science areas described above. 

NOTE:  Appendix C contains critical information necessary for the preparation and submission of proposals submitted in response to this NRA.  In particular, Section C.5.3 contains detailed standards concerning the format, page limits, and contents of a proposal.  The submission of a proposal not in compliance with these standards may complicate and/or hinder its efficient and complete evaluation.  Therefore, deficiencies in format and/or omission of key information may result in a proposal being found unacceptable for evaluation, or if evaluated, being adversely affected during the evaluation process.

The schedules for submission of the Notice of Intent and proposal are given Appendix A.  The World Wide Web site for submitting both the NOI and the Cover Page/Proposal Summary (see Appendix C.5.3) is TBD*.  Hard copies of the proposals are to be delivered to:

ROSS-2000 NASA Research Announcement
Heliospheric Physics Program
TBD*  

*TBD: see SPECIAL NOTE (3) in the summary cover letter of this NRA.
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